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My son, Drew, has had the 

wonderful opportunity to 

attend Zach's Place for the 

past couple of summers 

and some weekends 

during the school year. 

This is THE BEST fit I 

have ever found for him. I 

am always amazed at the 

quality of caregivers there. 

They are always so 

upbeat, caring, and 

understanding. My son 

has had some issues with 

his school understanding 

him and his special needs. 

Never at Zach's Place 

have I found this to be 

true. I honestly wish he 

could go here every day 

instead of school. He is 

always happy here and 

always comes home with 

a good report. I feel so 

blessed that I have found 

Zach's Place!!! 

 

Lisa Macneir              

Special Kids Special Families has been providing critical respite care services in the Pikes 

Peak region for 17 years.  Each year the request for service has grown.  Zach’s Place at 

the Laurie Hillyard Family Center is the only licensed respite childcare center in the Pikes 

Peak region and one of only two in the state of Colorado. The Center is a lifeline for 

families raising children with disabilities. 

In El Paso County, there are an estimated 6,120 children under age 18 years with 

disabilities. Of those, only a small number receive Medicaid funds that will support 

respite care.  Special Kids Special Families is committed to keeping services affordable 

by offering a sliding fee scale to our families. The majority of families pay only $5 per 

hour, when the actual cost of care is $28 per hour. No family in need has ever been 

turned away because of an inability to pay so keeping our operating costs low and finding 

alternate funding is critical.    

When a family is told their child has special needs - it changes their lives forever.  The 

dreams they had for their child are suddenly challenged and they realize this child is going 

to need care for the rest of their life. The physical and emotional needs of caring for a 

special needs child is overwhelming, but doesn’t mean they love their child any less… 

these families need help. 

This reality creates the following real life scenarios:  

Imagine… you’re not sure you can go to work today because your child, who has a 

seizure disorder, is having seizures. You need to stay home to care for him. Your 

employer is frustrated because you are unreliable and you are fearful that you may 

lose your job.  What can you do? What will happen if you are not able support 

your family? 

Imagine… you’re a single parent without extended family and your child attends a 

school that is not equipped or staffed appropriately to handle your child with a 

diagnosis of severe autism.  What do you do when you are repeatedly called to 

come get your child?  How do you complete school or keep a job when you have 

no one to call for help?  What would you do? 

In El Paso County, and across the country, respite care is the # 1 most frequently 

requested service by families caring for individuals with disabilities  The services 

provided by Zach’s Place at the Laurie Hillyard Family Center are an answer to helping 

these families. Providing customized care and short-term breaks, relieves stress, prevents 

child abuse and helps families stay together when the only other option might be out of 

home institutional placement.   

Although it may be impossible to ensure that 

every family can seek support from Special Kids 

Special Families, with our new facility - Zach’s 

Place at The Laurie Hillyard Family Center - our 

goal is to greatly increase the number of children 

and families we can help.  

Help us change lives. 

 

Drew Macneir 


