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Dear Families, Friends and Funders:
It has been my privilege to be the founder of Special Kids Special Families, and I
would like to share a little of my story and the history of this organization. In 1990,
my friend Linda Rivera and I were both raising children with special needs. As
mothers, we realized the limited resources available to assist parents and family
members of individuals with disabilities. We experienced first-hand the struggles and
stress. I am sad to share with you that both of us suffered the loss of our children, but
shortly thereafter, we took the first steps to create Special Kids Special Families as a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization to fill the critical needs we saw for support of families
and individuals with disabilities.

Board of Directors
Staci Bills, President
Karen Bennett
Wanda Bynum
Kira Davis
Greg Garrison
Sarah Kelso
Mike Luginbuhl
Joyce Morgan
Dan Reilly

Child Placement

424 W. Pikes Peak Ave.
Colorado Springs, CO 80905
Phone 719-447-8983
Fax 719-447-9482

Adult Day Services

3450 N Nevada Ave., Ste. 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80907
Phone 719-634-4675
Fax 719-637-8660

In 1998, we opened Zach’s Place Center, a respite and childcare facility. Since that
time Special Kids Special Families has expanded its reach filling the growing needs in
this community. In 2001, we launched a therapeutic foster care program, bringing our
experience to the specialized needs of foster care and adoption for individuals with
special needs. In 2005, we added programs for adults with disabilities and host home
services (adult foster care).
The mission statement for Special Kids Special Families is to promote, strengthen
and support individuals with disabilities and their families. Throughout our
organizational growth, we have been committed to providing at holistic approach to
supporting families that include a child or adult with developmental disabilities and
special needs.
Today, we seek your support as we move to purchase a new larger facility that will
allow us to meet the increasing demand for respite care and add preschool
programming to our menu of program options.
Please take a look at the materials provided and if you have any questions I would be
happy to answer them personally.
Sincerely,

Zach’s Place

4795 Granby Circle
Colorado Springs, CO 80919
Phone 719-329-1717
Fax 719-329-1005

Linda Ellegard
Founder and Executive Director
Special Kids Special Families

A Core Operating Principle:
Demonstrating compassion for all

Programs of Special Kids Special Families
Over the last 17 years, Special Kids Special Families has grown to fill gaps and meet the
increasing demands of families in our community. Below is snapshot of what we do.
Children & Family Services
Zach’s Place at The Laurie Hillyard Family Center is our 24/7 respite care
program providing a home-like environment for youth ages 2.5 to 21. This service,
at the heart of our organization, provides hourly, before & after school, summer,
weekend and overnight care for youth with special needs including physical,
cognitive, emotional and social needs.

Our Mission:
To promote,
strengthen &
support
individuals with
disabilities &
their families

Sibshops meet the needs of families by providing fun workshop experiences to the
siblings of children with special needs. Here brothers and sisters meet other siblings,
have fun, laugh, play and talk about the good and not-so-good aspects of having a
sibling that needs special care.
Koscove Kids are multi-cultural puppets each representing a unique disability. The
puppets are a special way of teaching children about their peers with disabilities.
This program assists schools in efforts to implement programs of inclusion.
The Network provides parent education while being a forum where families can
learn about community resources and meet other parents that are on the same
journey, who are keenly aware of their personal struggles.
Adult Day Programs
Joey’s Place is a center based educational program for adults with disabilities
providing various learning and life skills, pre-vocational skills and hobby activities.
ICAN (Integrated Community Accessibility and Networking) is a community
inclusion program available for adults ages 18-65 with developmental disabilities or
multiple disabling conditions.
Residential Home Host Services are families who support adults with
developmental disabilities in a caring home environment, and also provide respite
care.
Therapeutic Foster Family Care & Adoption
The goal of these services is to provide out of home placement for the child with families
who are specifically trained to care for them. Certified foster families also support
families in our community through temporary respite care.

The Respite Care Challenge
Special Kids Special Families has been providing critical respite care services in the Pikes
Peak region for 17 years. Each year the request for service has grown. Zach’s Place at
the Laurie Hillyard Family Center is the only licensed respite childcare center in the Pikes
Peak region and one of only two in the state of Colorado. The Center is a lifeline for
families raising children with disabilities.

Drew Macneir

My son, Drew, has had the
wonderful opportunity to
attend Zach's Place for the
past couple of summers
and some weekends
during the school year.
This is THE BEST fit I
have ever found for him. I
am always amazed at the
quality of caregivers there.
They are always so
upbeat, caring, and
understanding. My son
has had some issues with
his school understanding
him and his special needs.
Never at Zach's Place
have I found this to be
true. I honestly wish he
could go here every day
instead of school. He is
always happy here and
always comes home with
a good report. I feel so
blessed that I have found
Zach's Place!!!
Lisa Macneir

In El Paso County, there are an estimated 6,120 children under age 18 years with
disabilities. Of those, only a small number receive Medicaid funds that will support
respite care. Special Kids Special Families is committed to keeping services affordable
by offering a sliding fee scale to our families. The majority of families pay only $5 per
hour, when the actual cost of care is $28 per hour. No family in need has ever been
turned away because of an inability to pay so keeping our operating costs low and finding
alternate funding is critical.
When a family is told their child has special needs - it changes their lives forever. The
dreams they had for their child are suddenly challenged and they realize this child is going
to need care for the rest of their life. The physical and emotional needs of caring for a
special needs child is overwhelming, but doesn’t mean they love their child any less…
these families need help.
This reality creates the following real life scenarios:
Imagine… you’re not sure you can go to work today because your child, who has a
seizure disorder, is having seizures. You need to stay home to care for him. Your
employer is frustrated because you are unreliable and you are fearful that you may
lose your job. What can you do? What will happen if you are not able support
your family?
Imagine… you’re a single parent without extended family and your child attends a
school that is not equipped or staffed appropriately to handle your child with a
diagnosis of severe autism. What do you do when you are repeatedly called to
come get your child? How do you complete school or keep a job when you have
no one to call for help? What would you do?
In El Paso County, and across the country, respite care is the # 1 most frequently
requested service by families caring for individuals with disabilities The services
provided by Zach’s Place at the Laurie Hillyard Family Center are an answer to helping
these families. Providing customized care and short-term breaks, relieves stress, prevents
child abuse and helps families stay together when the only other option might be out of
home institutional placement.
Although it may be impossible to ensure that
every family can seek support from Special Kids
Special Families, with our new facility - Zach’s
Place at The Laurie Hillyard Family Center - our
goal is to greatly increase the number of children
and families we can help.
Help us change lives.

Help Us Meet The Challenge
In 2012 and 2013, families seeking respite care were
often turned away for lack of space. In 2014, the
Special Kids Special Families Board and staff made
the decision to seek a new respite care facility to meet
these growing needs, one that would provide the
following:



Increased physical space to accommodate the
growing requests for service;

Principle:



A therapeutic environment for children with
sensory issues;

Supporting



Space for specialized indoor and outdoor play;

visions of one’s



Confidential meeting space for families and
other professionals;

abilities,



Additional space to accommodate a preschool population.

A Core Operating

strengths,
and potential

An existing facility in the Mountain Shadows neighborhood was identified in late 2014.
The projected cost to purchase the facility is $500,000; with necessary renovations and
moving expenses costing an additional $75,000. A major donor came forward to fund the
renovations and to provide $300,000 toward the purchase of the building.
These generous gifts served as the catalyst for Special Kids Special Families to embark
on a multi-faceted Capital Campaign to raise the remaining funds. Owning this building
and keeping overhead costs low is an important facet of our long-term financial stability,
which will help us provide respite care for years to come.
Help us fund Zach’s Place at the Laurie Hillyard Family Center and make it possible
to serve the children and families that need our help.

Zach's Place was a God send for Elijah and myself. Every single time I dropped him off,
I knew I was leaving him in the best hands possible outside of his momma's. From day
one at Zach's Place, I watched Elijah lose the sad, timid, scared look on his face change
to one of happiness, ease and confidence, due in part from the dedication and caring
from everyone at Zach's Place. When Elijah was diagnosed with Autism, Sensory
Processing Disorder along with other issues, I actually was completely uneducated and
unprepared for the journey we were to begin. As every parent feels, the best, safest
most loving place for their child is with themselves. There is only one other place in this
entire world that I feel absolutely at ease and comfortable leaving my son, and that's
with the staff at Zach's Place. They have never just been people that were paid to watch
my son, they quickly became family to us - a trusted, loved and respected family. Thank
you so very much for everything you have done and been for Elijah and I.
Elijah O’Neil

Much love,
Mandy and Elijah O'Neil

As A Matter Of Fact

Ian Lawrence

Zach's Place has been
an absolute blessing in
our lives. It has allowed
Ian to have safe and fun
social interactions with
his peers while
contributing to the
overall strength and well
-being of our family.
Thank you Zach's Place
for being such a happy
home away from home
for Ian!



Respite care is the #1 most frequently requested service by families having a loved
one with a disability.



The annual budget for Zach’s Place (approximately $550,000) is equivalent to
serving 80 children/families. This amount would equate to serving only eight
children if they were to be placed in out-of-home care.



Over 15,000 hours of respite care was provided in 2014 and we are on track to
provide 18,000 hours or more in 2015.



Special Kids Special Families is one of only two agencies in Colorado providing
center based respite care. It is one of a very few agencies who have adopted an
ability to pay schedule for families.



Each day, over 200 people are being served by one of the Special Kids Special
Families programs.



In our Foster/Adopt Program, parents also help by providing weekend respite care
to adoptive families.



Special Kids Special Families has significant collaborations with area agencies that
include Aspen Pointe’s crisis stabilization unit and The Arc Pikes Peak Region.



The average annual cost of out-of-home foster care placement for children with
disabilities (similar to the children served at Zach’s Place) is more than $60,000 per
year.



Linda Ellegard currently sits on the
Governor’s Commission which is
studying the need for respite care in
Colorado.

Sean, Kristi and Ian
Lawrence

The New Zach’s Place

at The Laurie Hillyard Family Center

Zach’s Place
was named after
the son of one of
our founders.

The Laurie Hillyard
Family Center was
named by

 Allows us the space to immediately
serve more families with 24/7 hours of
respite care;
 Provides a therapeutic environment for
children with sensory issues;
 Has space for gross motor indoor and
outdoor play;
 Provides confidential meeting space for
families and other professionals;
 Allows us to accommodate a preschool
population and teenagers in separate
areas.

Lynn Campion,
Chairman of the
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Helen K. and

Gym
Dining Area
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Arthur E. Johnson
Foundation
in honor of her
Computer Center

sister, Laurie.

Pre-school Area

Office

Outdoor Playground

A Strong Financial Position
Nonprofit Operational Analysis provided for Special Kids Special Families by
Biggs Kofford Certified Public Accountants.

A Core Operating
Principle:
Enabling

“It is good to see that the organization is dedicating a large portion of its expense to
programs that support the mission and that this measure has remained the same”.
This “tends to be one of the more important metrics that many nonprofits use in
assessing performance.”

joyful living
with a
good quality
of life

2014 Expense Total: $4,977,600

2014 Revenue Total: $5,373,000

* Data provided by 2014/2015 financial audit by Biggs Kofford CPA

Make A Pledge
As a 501c3 organization,
your donation is fully
tax-deductible
as allowable by law.
Acknowledgement
will be provided.

YES! I’d like to make a donation to the Zach’s Place Capital
Campaign fund to support families raising youth with disabilities
with respite and child care.
Donor Name(s) as it should appear in the Annual Report

Return this form to:
Special Kids
Special Families
424 W Pikes Peak Ave
Colorado Springs CO
80905

Street Address
City

State

E-Mail Address

Daytime Phone




For more information
contact:
Linda Ellegard
(719) 447-8983 x19

lellegard@sksfcolorado.org

Zip Code

I would like this gift to remain anonymous
I would like this gift to apply:
 In Memory Of:
 To Honor:

ONE-TIME GIFT
 Enclosed is my check #


for $

Payable to: Special Kids Special Families

Please charge my credit card $

Visa

Credit Card #

Discover

3 Digit Security Code (Back of card/AMEX

Name as it appears on Card

to be paid over

Charge my credit card OR Invoice Me
QUARTERLY

4 digits)

American Express

Expiration

Cardholder Signature (required)

RECURRING GIFT
 I PLEDGE to donate a total of $

MONTHLY

MasterCard

years/months (circle one)

BEGINNING (1st installment):

SEMI-ANNUALLY

ANNUALLY

END:

