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The physical and emotional needs of caring for a special needs child is overwhelming, but doesn't mean
they love their child any less... these families need help.
In El Paso County, and across the country, respite care is the # 1 most frequently requested service by
families caring for individuals with disabilities. The services provided by Zach's Place at the Laurie Hillyard
Family Center are an answer to helping these families. Providing customized care and short-term breaks,
relieves stress, prevents child abuse and helps families stay together when the only other option might be
out of home institutional placement.
During this holiday season, would you consider giving the gift of respite? For just a $50 donation, you
can make a difference in the lives of these families by providing them with several hours of childcare at
Zach's Place. Make your donation online at www.indygive.com/SKSF. Thank you for your support.
Visit Our Website

SKSF IN THE NEWS
Local Organizations Giving Santa A Breather

Special Kids Special Families program
participants received an early
Christmas treat from several generous
companies and organizations. NuStar
Energy, WOW! Cable, Hope
Montessori Academy (Falcon &
Stetson Hills locations), and Newman
University. They all have stepped in to
give Santa a breather! With holiday
wish lists in hand, these companies
purchased and wrapped
HUNDREDS of gifts that were given to SKSF program
participants during the SKSF Holiday Party held on Saturday,
December 12th at the IBEW Building located at 2150 Naegle
Road.
In addition to the Christmas gift donations, NuStar employees and many others volunteered their time and
obtained the venue, decorated, and assisted with set-up and clean-up. One NuStar employee every year
transforms into Santa Claus and passes out gifts to all program participants.
Our deepest thanks and appreciation goes out to these organizations, their employees and parents who
have taken the time and effort to make a difference in the lives of the people we serve and to recognize the
importance of giving back during the holiday season and all year long. Thank you!
Check out the special report on FOX21

CSBJ Recognizes SKSF Executive Director
Please take a few minutes to view the video from Linda Ellegard, Executive Director of Special Kids
Special Families, as she interviews with Colorado Springs Business Journal. She was recognized and
awarded as one of CSBJ's Women of Influence. We hope you take some time to get to know all of these 13
extraordinary women.

Colorado Springs Business Journal interview with SKSF Executive
Director
Linda Ellegard

WITH GRATITUDE & THANKS
Thanks Bristol Brewing & Participants
Thanks to everyone that came to Bristol Brewing Company on Saturday, December 5th! Your support
was fantastic and we appreciate everyone who took the time to join us for some fun and great brew!
Thanks Bristol for giving us the opportunity to spread the word about our great programs! Want to view
more photos? Check out our Facebook page...

2015 INDY GIVE! UPDATE
Only 18 Days Left!
With 88 other fantastic nonprofits participating in this year's Indy Give!
campaign, it's tough to stand out above the crowd! Will you help us
reach our goal of raising $30,000 to support our programs?

How does SKSF STAND OUT from the crowd? Why

donate to Special Kids Special Families vs. other nonprofits?

- The NEED for respite services are growing FAST! Each year
the request for services has grown. In El Paso County, there are an
estimated 6,120 children under age 18 with disabilities. Zach's Place
program is on track this year in providing 18,000 respite care hours (vs.
15,000 last year).
- Zach's Place at the Laurie Hillyard Family Center is the ONLY

licensed respite childcare center in the Pikes Peak region. We
are ONE of only two in the state of Colorado. This program, at the heart
of our organization, provides hourly, before & after school, summer,
weekend and overnight care for youth with special needs including
physical, cognitive, emotional and social needs.

- We've been around for a long time. Special Kids Special Families has been providing critical
respite care services in the Pikes Peak region since 1998. Each day over 200 people are being served by
one of our programs.

- No family has ever been turned away due to an inability to pay. SKSF is committed
to keeping services affordable by offering a sliding fee scale to our families. The majority of families pay
only $5 per hour, when the actual cost of care is $28 per hour. Keeping our operating costs low and finding
alternate funding is critical.
- The Center is a LIFELINE for families raising children with disabilities. By providing customized
care and short-term breaks, it relieves stress, prevents child abuse and helps families stay together when
the only other option might be out of home institutional placement.
Here's what some parents are saying about Zach's Place at the Laurie Hillyard Family Center:
"I honestly wish he could go to Zach's Place every day instead of school. He is always happy here and always comes
home with a good report. I feel so blessed that I have found Zach's Place!" Lisa Macneir
"I would be utterly lost without Zach's Place and so would my son." Pam Jones

"I cannot express how important it is to have a break that Zach's Place provides & I don't know what I would do without
this valuable respite care." Theresa Jordan
"Thank you for making my daughter feel safe and loved and important.Thanks for giving me the help I need to be the
best mother I can be." Rebecca Freeland

A $25 donation through the Indy Give! campaign entitles you to some great rewards from community
businesses! With $5,400 in matching grants, your donation dollars will go further in helping SKSF achieve
our goal! Visit online at www.IndyGive.com/SKSF and donate today through 12/31/15.

Thank you for your support!

SKSF PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
Zach's Place Kids As News Anchors
Each week at Zach's Place at the Laurie Hillyard Family
Center, we highlight a topic and immerse the kids in
various learning opportunities.
Some of the Zach's Place kids visited FOX21 news
station and had a chance to learn about how television
programming worked and how the cameras operated.
Even though the station was very busy, they allowed our
youth to take a look around and experience what it would
be like reading the news at the anchor desk. The youth
even had an opportunity to take pictures themselves
using a disposable camera.

From left to right: Zach's Place kids, Anthony, Elijah, &
Devin as "news anchors"

Thanks to everyone at FOX21 for making this a memorable experience and giving our kids a chance to feel
like real news anchors.

We Are All Thankful For Friends, Family & Staff at Joey's Place
The client's and staff of Joey's Place had
a wonderful time at the 2nd annual
Thanksgiving lunch. The staff members
each signed up to bring a food item for the
feast, which was held at the Adult
Services facility on Nevada Avenue just

before Thanksgiving. With the support of
the staff, the Joey's Place cooking group
made mini pumpkin pies for dessert in the
kitchen. In addition to the feast, there was
a Thankful Tree that was created so everyone could write and post messages about those things for which
they were thankful this year. This second year lunch turned out so well that the team intends make this a
tradition for the program.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Zach's Time Playgroups
Monday, December 14th | 9:00am - 12:00pm
4795 Granby Circle, Colorado Springs
What is Zach's Time?
A time available for ALL young children to attend Zach's Place to play
and make friends with other children their age. We have story time,
sing songs, make age appropriate crafts and have a snack. Playgroups
are scheduled every other Monday.
Space is limited so be sure to sign up today! $20/session per child. Contact Tammy at (719) 329-1717
or tmiklebost@sksfcolorado.org.

Kids' Night Out
Friday, December 18th | 5:30pm-8:30pm
4795 Granby Circle, Colorado Springs

Looking for some extra time for Xmas shopping?
Feeling stressed & just need some time for
yourself? Parents raising a child with a disability can
find it difficult to find child care. Just to escape for a
"date night" or try to run a few errands can be nearly
impossible! Drop the kids off at Zach's Place at the
Laurie Hillyard Family Center for some fun! Kids will
enjoy eating pizza, drinking hot chocolate, creating a
craft project and watching a holiday movie.
$20/child. Contact Tammy at (719) 329-1717. Click here for more information.

Sibshops Workshop
Saturday, December 19th, 2:00 - 4:00pm
SKSF Adult Services facility; 3450 N Nevada Avenue, Colorado Springs

Sibshops is a monthly program run by SKSF
connecting and supporting siblings of children
with disabilities, helping them recognize a
community of peers in similar situations.
Siblings of children with disabilities have
challenges of their own, relating to others,
working through the family dynamics and
dealing with the realities of life with a disabled
family member. Through fun and age
appropriate activities with others in similar situations, they develop bonds, understanding and a support
group all their own. Grades 1-5.
Advanced registration is required and space is limited! Sibshops is sponsored by The Arc Pikes Peak
Region. For future dates or to be placed on our email list contact: Julie at (719) 375-9285 or Linda at (719)
447-8983 x19 or email lellegard@sksfcolorado.org.
click here to print out flyer

WAYS YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Amazon Smiles
While shopping online at Amazon.com, log in with your normal email address and password that you use
and select SKSF as your charity of choice! SKSF will receive .5% of all purchases made through this
link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-1476535.
Aspen Auto Clinic
Purchase an oil change discount card for 5 oil changes AND free tire rotation and SKSF earns $40 for each
card sold! Print out an informational flyer online!
Recycle for Zach's Place
Koscove Metal accepts all kinds of recycling and donates a portion of monetary value to SKSF when drop
off is identified for the organization. Visit koscovemetal.com for acceptable recycling materials.
King Soopers Rewards Gift Card
When you purchase a reloadable King Soopers Gift Card for $2.50, you provide support to Special Kids

Special Families (SKSF) while you do your normal shopping at King Soopers (or any other Kroger Family
Store) and while you receive your normal benefits, such as accruing fuel points. SKSF will receive a cash
donation worth 5% of your purchases.Visit our website for more details.
Make a donation...

WELCOMING NEW STAFF - VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
We welcome new staff member, Monika Hartman as SKSF's new Volunteer
Coordinator.
We've recently introduced our new SKSF VOLUNTEER NETWORK Facebook
page. This new page will keep you informed of all of our volunteer needs,
opportunities and happenings. Check it out!

Monika Hartman
SKSF Volunteer Coordinator

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME

As a nonprofit organization, it would be very challenging to provide the same level

of services if it were not for the generosity of our volunteers. Volunteers enable us to minimize costs and

maximize services that we offer with a variety of opportunities to become involved. We'd like to encourage the
community to join our volunteer family at Special Kids Special Families. It is important to us to match each
volunteer with an opportunity that allows them to utilize their skills or interests to bring the most help to the
families and clients we aim to serve.
Please feel free to contact Monika Hartman at (719) 447-8983 or mhartman@sksfcolorado.org us with
any questions or comments.

Would YOU like to join SKSF and be a part of a team? We are now hiring for the following positions:
Adult Mentor
Adult Services Receptionist
Zach's Place ChildCare Worker
Foster Care Home Provider
Respite Caregiver
Contact Sheri Valdez, SKSF Human Resource Manager at (719) 203-3432 or email your resume directly to
hr@sksfcolorado.org. Please include the name of the position you are applying for in the SUBJECT header.

visit online for more information: http://sksfcolorado.org/get-involved/career-opportunities/
STAY CONNECTED:

